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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claims 21-22 are rejected under 35 U-S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 21 recites the limitation "the 
video signal" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the "claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims 1-11,16-30,35-39,45-54,58,59,62-68,73-77,83-91 and 
94-96 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Stevens . 



The claimed invention reads on Stevens as follows: 
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Regarding claims 1-11,16-19,24-30,35-39,45,46, Stevens discloses 
a relationship between an emergency warning system (information 
provider) (fig. 1 number 102) and a plurality of subscribers 
(fig. 1 number 112) , each of the subscribers being associated 
with a GMSC gateway (alert gateway) (fig. 2 number 136) and a 
corresponding distribution address (col. 3 lines 40-63), a 
system (fig. 1 number 100) for providing a weather alert to a 
subscriber (col. 2 lines 23-49), the system comprising: a 
controller (alert receiver) configured to receive an alert 
message from at least one alert source (col. 2 lines 23-42), the 
alert message being pertinent to at least one of the subscribers 
(col. 2 lines 23-49 and col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16) 
and comprising an weather alert and associated alert information 
(col. 2 lines 17-22), the alert information providing 
information about the alert (col. 2 lines 17-49 and col. 3 line 
1 through col. 4 line 16), such the alert information can be 
analyzed to determine whether a particular subscriber should 
receive the alert (col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16); 
MSC/VLR (alert distribution device) (fig. 2 number 140a) in 
communication with the alert receiver (fig. 1 number 104) and 
further in communication with a wireless communication network 
(fig. 2 number 106) , wherein the alert distribution device is 
configured to: select, based on the alert information, a set of 
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one or more distribution addresses to which the alert applies 
(col. 3 lines 23-56); and transmit the alert to the selected set 
of distribution addresses via the communication network (col. 3 
line 23 through col. 4 line 16); and an GMSC Gateway (alert 
gateway) (fig. 2 number 136) in communication with the 
communication network (col. 3 lines 40-63), wherein the alert 
gateway is: associated with one of the distribution addresses 
(col. 3 lines 40-63); adapted to receive the alert from the 
alert distribution device (col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 
16) ; and configured to forward a prerecorded voice message (take 
at least one specific action) with respect to the alert 
information (col. 4 lines 5-16) . 

Regarding claims 20-23 and 59, Stevens discloses the alert 
comprises audio information (col. 4 lines 10-16), and processing 
the alert comprises translating the audio information into 
textual information (col. 6 lines 10-14) . 

Regarding claims 47-54,58,62-68,73-77, Stevens discloses in 
a relationship between an emergency warning system (information 
provider) and a plurality of subscribers (fig. 1 number 112) , 
each of the subscribers being associated with an GMSC gateway 
(alert gateway) (fig. 2 number 136) and a corresponding 
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distribution address (col. 3 lines 40-63), a method (fig- 4) for 
providing an alert to a subscriber (fig. 4), the method 
comprising: receiving an alert message from at least one alert 
source (col. 2 lines 23-42), the alert message being pertinent 
to at least one of the subscribers (col. 2 lines 23-49 and col. 
3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16) and comprising an weather 
alert and associated alert information (col. 2 lines 17-22), the 
alert information providing information about the alert (col. 2 
lines 17-49 and col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16), such the 
alert information can be analyzed to determine whether a 
particular subscriber should receive the alert (col. 3 line 23 
through col. 4 line 16); selecting, based on the nature of the 
alert, a set of one or more distribution addresses to which the 
alert pertains (col. 3 lines 23-56); and transmitting the alert 
to an alert gateway associated with one of the set of 
distribution addresses (col. 4 lines 5-16) . 

Regarding claims 83-91,94-96, Stevens discloses an 
emergency warning system for providing an alert to a subscriber 
(fig. 1 and col. 3 line 17 through col. 4 line 16), the system 
comprising: means for receiving an alert message from at least 
one alert source (col. 2 lines 23-42), the alert message being 
pertinent to at least one of the subscribers (col. 2 lines 23-49 
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and col. 3 line 23 through col, 4 line 16) and comprising an 
weather alert and associated alert information (col- 2 lines 17- 
22), the alert information providing information about the alert 
(col. 2 lines 23-49 and col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16), 
such the alert information can be analyzed to determine whether 
a particular subscriber should receive the alert (col. 2 lines 
23-49 and col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16); means for 
selecting, based on the nature of the alert, a set of one or 
more distribution addresses to which the alert pertains (col. 2 
lines 23-56) ; and means for transmitting the alert to the set of 
one or more distribution addresses to which the alert pertains 
(col. 4 lines 5-16) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 12-15,40-44,55-57,78-82,92,93 and 97 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stevens in 

view of Hunter et al.. 

Regarding claims 12-15,55-57 Stevens discloses a 
relationship as discussed supra in claims 1 and 47 above. 
Stevens differs from claim 12 of the present invention in that 
it does not disclose transmitting a confirmation message to the 
alert distribution device, wherein the confirmation message 
indicates that the alert was received by the alert gateway* 
Hunter et al. teaches a national level host facility broadcast 
an alert message to DBS Uplink facilities, NWR transmitter, 
cable head ends (i.e. alert gateways) (fig. 7 numbers 108,410 and 
412, and paragraph 0112 lines 1-15) which relays a confirmation 
acknowledgement back to the national level host facility 
broadcast of receiving the alert (fig. 7 numbers 108,410 and 
412, and paragraph 0112 lines 1-15) . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Stevens with transmitting a 
confirmation message to the alert distribution device, wherein 
the confirmation message indicates that the alert was received 
by the alert gateway in order for the systems controller to log 
in its storage that the MSC gateway within a pertinent area 
receive the weather alert so that the controller could 
concentrate on other areas when providing the weather alert, as 
taught by Hunter et al . . 

Regarding claims 40-45,78-82,92 and 93, Stevens discloses a 
relationship as discussed supra in claim 1,35,47,64 and 73 
above. Stevens differs from claims 40 and 78 of the present 
invention in that it does not disclose a confirmation message 
from the at least one subscriber device indicating that the 
alert was received. Hunter teaches portable mobile devices 
(fig. 7 numbers 110a and 110b) sends a confirm receipt that they 
received the emergency message (paragraph 0112 lines 3-17). To 
modify Stevens with a confirmation message from the at least one 
subscriber device indicating that the alert was received in for 
the system to confirm that the mobile subscribers within the 
pertinent area received the weather notification, as taught by 
Hunter et al . . 
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Regarding claim 97, Stevens discloses in a relationship 
between an emergency warning system (information provider) (fig. 
1 number 102) and a plurality of subscribers (fig. 1 number 
112) , each of the subscribers being associated with an GMSC 
gateway (alert gateway) (fig. 2 number 136) and a corresponding 
distribution address (col. 3 lines 40-63), a MSC/VLR (alert 
distribution device) for providing an alert to a subscriber 
(col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16), the device comprising: 
means for receiving an alert message (col. 3 line 23 through 
col. 4 line 16), the alert message comprising an weather alert 
and associated alert information (col. 3 line 17 through col. 4 
line 16); a controller (fig. 1 number 104) processor in 
communication with the means for receiving an alert message 
(col. 2 lines 23-42 and col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 16), 
means for transmitting an alert to an alert gateway (col. 3 line 
23 through col. 4 line 16); and a computer- readable storage 
medium in communication with the processor, the computer- 
readable storage medium comprising instructions executable by 
the processor to (fig. 2 number 122 and 124):, each alert 
gateway being associated with a distribution address (col. 3 
lines 40-63); determine, based on the alert information, a set 
of one or more distribution addresses to which the alert applies 
(col. 3 lines 40-63); and using the means for transmitting an 
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alert to an alert gateway (col. 3 line 23 through col. 4 line 
16) . Stevens differs from claim 97 of the present invention in 
that it does not explicit disclose storing on the computer- 
readable storage medium a directory of alert gateway and 
transmitting the alert to a set of alert gateways, wherein each 
of the alert gateways is associated with a member of the 
selected set of distribution addresses. Hunter et al. teaches 
memory storage devices within cable TV, DBS headends or ISP 
entities (gateways) (paragraph 0050 line 1 through paragraph 0052 
line 14) , and transmitting the alert wherein each of the alert 
gateways is associated with a member of the selected set of 
distribution addresses (paragraph 0052 line 14) . Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Stevens with storing 
on the computer- readable storage medium a directory of alert 
gateways and transmitting the alert to a set of alert gateways, 
wherein each of the alert gateways is associated with a member 
of the selected set of distribution addresses in order for the 
controller to determine the gateways or MSC/VLR within the 
particular area of the subscriber when forwarding emergency 
notification, as taught by Hunter et al.. 
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6. Claims 31-34 and 69-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Stevens in view of Day. 

Regarding claims 31-34,69-72, Stevens discloses a 
relationship as discussed supra in claims 1,27,47,64 and 65 
above. Stevens differs from claims 31 and 69 of the present 
invention in that it does not disclose displaying a visual alert 
signal. Day teaches a pager/cellular phone (col. 4 lines 19-24) 
comprising a LED for displaying an emergency situation (col. 6 
lines 15-2 0) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Stevens with displaying a visual alert signal in order 
for the system to provide the subscribers in a pertinent area an 
emergency weather alert to be displayed to the user, so that the 
user could take safety precaution, as taught by Day. 



7. Claims 60-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Stevens in view of Saf adi et al . . 

Regarding claims 6 0 and 61, Stevens discloses a method as 
discussed supra in claims 47,58 and 59 above. Steven further 
discloses a warning system that warns subscriber of an emergency 
condition using televisions (col. 1 lines 15-31) . Stevens 
differs from claims 60-61 of the present invention in that it 
does not disclose extracting closed-captioning information from 
a video signal. Saf adi et al. teaches a system for 
customization a textual information within emergency alert 
messages (paragraph 0015 lines 9-13) wherein a television 
extracting closed-captioning information from a video signal 
(paragraph 0017 line 1 through paragraph 0018 line 19) . 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide Stevens 
with extracting closed-captioning information from a video 
signal in order for the system to provide contextual and graphic 
information to the subscriber television about an emergency 
weather alert, as taught by Saf adi et al.. 
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Conclusion 

8 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure, Wang (U.S. 
Patent 6,909,903) discloses a storage medium of a group of 
gateways to send a notification to a mobile user (col. 5 lines 
60-67) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Keith T. 
Ferguson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7865. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be 
reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



Keith Ferguson 
Art Unit 2 683 
February 13, 2 006 




